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World Geography Distance Learning Packet 2 (Days 11-25) 
 
 
Day 11: Landform Project 
Researching Landforms: 
Choose one of the following six landforms to research: canyon      island      mountain      plain       river       valley 
As you research, answer the following questions: 
      Where is this landform located? 

How did this landform develop? 
      What forces of nature act on this landform? 
      What makes this landform unique? 
      What is being done to preserve (protect) this landform?  
Design a tourist brochure: The brochure, which can also be a poster or PowerPoint, should include: 
      A map showing the location of your landform 
      At least 2 pictures of your landform 
       5 interesting or unique facts about your landform 
       A list of some of the most famous examples of your landform from around the world 
       Include a works cited page 
  
 
Day 12: Aztec, Maya, & Inca civilizations reading 
 
The Aztecs                                                                                                  
  -states that 
had survived the collapse of Toltec rule. The Aztecs, who were then called the Mexica, were a poor, nomadic people from 
the harsh deserts of northern Mexico. Fierce and ambitious, they soon adapted to local ways, finding work as soldiers-for-
hire to local rulers.  According to one of the Aztec legends, the god of the sun and warfare, Huitzilopochtli, told them to 
found a city of their own. He said to look for a place where an eagle perched on a cactus, holding a snake in its mouth.  
They found such a place on a small island in Lake Texcoco, at the center of the valley. There, in 1325, they founded their 
city, which they named Tenochtitlán. Over the years, the Aztecs gradually increased in strength and number. In 1428, they 
joined with two other city-states  Texcoco and Tlacopan  to form the Triple Alliance. This alliance became the leading 
power in the Valley of Mexico and soon gained control over neighboring regions. By the early 1500s, the alliance 
controlled a vast empire that covered some 80,000 square miles stretching from central Mexico to the Atlantic and Pacific 
coasts and south into Oaxaca. This empire was divided into 38 provinces. It had an estimated population of between 5 and 
15 million people. The Aztecs based their power on military conquest and the tribute they gained from their conquered 
subjects. The Aztecs generally exercised loose control over the empire, often letting local rulers govern their own regions. 
The Aztecs did demand tribute, however, in the form of gold, maize, cacao beans, cotton, jade, and other products. If local 
rulers failed to pay tribute, or offered any other kind of resistance, the Aztecs responded brutally. They destroyed the 

World History 
 
Identify and explain the following terms: 
Aztecs                                                         

Mexica 

Huitzilopochtli                                          

Tenochtitlán  

Triple Alliance                                        

 Aztec Tribute System 

 
Problems in the Aztec Empire 
  In 1502, a new ruler, Montezuma II, was crowned emperor.  Under Montezuma, the Aztec Empire began to weaken. For 
nearly a century, the Aztecs had been demanding tribute and sacrificial victims from the provinces under their control. 
Now, with the population of Tenochtitlán growing ever greater, Montezuma called for even more tribute and sacrifice. A 
number of provinces rose up against Aztec oppression. This began a period of unrest and rebellion, which the military 

struggled to put down.Over time, Montezuma tried to lessen the pressure on the provinces. For example, he reduced the 
demand for tribute payment by cutting the number of officials in the Aztec government. But resentment continued to 
grow. Many Aztecs began to predict that terrible things were about to happen. They saw bad omens in every unusual 
occurrence  lightning striking a temple in Tenochtitlán, or a partial eclipse of the sun, for example. The most worrying 
event, however, was the arrival of the Spanish. For many Aztecs, these fair-skinned, bearded strangers from across the sea 
brought to mind the legend of the return of Quetzalcoatl. 
 
- Why did the Aztec Empire begin to decline? 
 
- What did the Spaniards bring to mind?  The Aztecs believed that this god would one day return and bring light and 
peace. 
 
Maya Kings                                                                                               
  
highland region and a lowland region. The lowlands lie to the north. They include the dry scrub forest of the Yucatán 
Peninsula and the dense, steamy jungles of southeastern Mexico and northern Guatemala. The highlands are further south 

 a range of cool, cloud-wreathed mountains that stretch from southern Mexico to El Salvador. While the Olmec were 
building their civilization along the Gulf Coast in the period from 1200 B.C. to 400 B.C., the Maya were also evolving.  
They took on Olmec influences, blending these with local customs. By A.D. 250, Maya culture had burst forth in a 
flourishing civilization. The period from A.D. 250 to 900 is known as the Classic Period of Maya civilization. During this 
time, the Maya built spectacular cities such as Tikal, a major center in northern Guatemala. Other important sites included 
Copán, Palenque, Uxmal, and Chichén Itzá. Each of these was an independent city-state, ruled by a god-king and serving 
as a center for religious ceremonies and trade. Maya cities featured giant pyramids, temples, palaces, and elaborate stone 
carvings dedicated to the gods and to important rulers. Tens of thousands of people lived in residential areas surrounding 
the city center, which bustled with activity. Archaeologists have identified at least 50 major Maya sites, all with 
monumental architecture. For example, Temple IV pyramid at Tikal stretched 212 feet into the jungle sky. In addition to 
temples and pyramids, each Maya city featured a ball court. In this stone-sided playing field, the Maya played a game that 
had religious and political significance. The Maya believed the playing of this game would maintain the cycles of the sun 
and moon and bring life- World History 
 
Identify and explain the following terms: 
Homeland of the Maya                      

Dates of the Classic Period of Maya Civilization 

Tikal                                                  

Maya City-States 

Significance of Game                      

Maintaining Cycles of the Sun and Moon 

 
The Incas                                                                                                
   the Inca  created an equally powerful state in South 
America. From Cuzco, their capital in southern Peru, the Inca spread outward in all directions.  They brought various 
Andean peoples under their control and built an empire that stretched from Ecuador in the north to Chile in the south. It 
was the largest empire ever seen in the Americas. The Inca originally lived in a high plateau of the Andes. After 
wandering the highlands for years, the Inca finally settled on fertile lands in the Valley of Cuzco. By the 1200s, they had 
established their own small kingdom in the valley.  During this early period, the Inca developed traditions and beliefs that 
helped launch and unify their empire. One of these traditions was the belief that the Incan ruler was descended from the 
sun god, Inti, who would bring prosperity and greatness to the Incan state. Only men from one of 11 noble lineages 
believed to be descendants of the sun god could be selected as Incan leaders. At first, the Incan kingdom grew slowly. In 
1438, however, a powerful and ambitious ruler, Pachacuti, took the throne. Under his leadership, the Inca conquered all of 
Peru and then moved into neighboring lands. By 1500, the Inca ruled an empire that stretched 2,500 miles along the 

 provinces 
and was home to as many as 16 million people.  To control the huge empire, the rulers divided their territory and its 
people into manageable units, governed by a central bureaucracy. The Inca created an efficient economic system to 



support the empire and an extensive road system to tie it together. They also imposed a single official language, Quechua, 
and founded schools to teach Incan ways. Certain social groups were identified by officially dictated patterns on clothing. 
All of these actions w World History 
Identify and explain the following terms: 
Incas                                                                    

Cuzco 

Inti                                                                       

Pachacuti 

Land of the Four Quarters                                

Inca Road System 

Quechua                                                          

 
Days 13 & 14: Columbian Exchange DBQ 
Summative Assessment, DBQ   
Please answer the questions under the documents in full sentences, using evidence from the text.  Cite parenthetically, ie: 
(document 1), and write your answers in paragraph form. At the end of Document 5, write a thesis statement that answers 
our essential question: EQ:  How did The Columbian Exchange (cultural diffusion) impact social, economic, and political 
development in Latin America?  
 
Document 1  
  
The Arrival of Europeans   
  
The arrival of Christopher Columbus in the Caribbean in 1492 had a tremendous impact on the future of that region. 

Bartholome de las Casas.   
  

Faith would be better promoted through love than through force, I presented some of them with red caps and some strings 
of glass beads which they placed around their necks, and with other trifles of the insignificant worth that delighted them 

 
  
From the diary of Christopher Columbus during his first voyage of exploration.  
   
Saturday, 13 October. [1492] At daybreak great multitudes of men came to the shore, all young and of fine shapes, very 
handsome; their hair not curled but straight and coarse like horse-hair, and all with foreheads and heads much broader 
than any people I had seen; They came loaded with balls of cotton, parrots, javelins, and other things too numerous to 
mention; these they exchanged for whatever we chose to give them.   
  

1. What is the topic of these documents?  

2. Above are two excerpts from a diary or journal. Who is being quoted in both entries?  

3. According to the first quote, what were the Europeans planning for the natives? How did he intend to 

accomplish his goal?  

4. How did the Europeans describe the natives?   

5. From reading both of these quotes how did the Europeans viewed the natives? Cite evidence to support 

your answer.  

 

Document 2:  
  
The Spread of Disease      
            
The Spread of Disease from the Old World to the New  
The list of infectious diseases that spread from the Old World to the New is long; the major killers include smallpox, 
measles, whooping cough, chicken pox, bubonic plague, typhus, and malaria (Denevan, 1976, p. 5). Because native 
populations had no previous contact with Old World diseases, they were  
immunologically defenseless. 
pathogens that evolved among inhabitants of the Old World, Native Americans lived in a relatively disease-free 
environment. . . . Before Europeans initiated the Columbian Exchange of germs and viruses, the peoples of the Americas 
suffered no smallpox, no measles, no chickenpox, no influenza, no typhus, no typhoid or parathyroid fever, no diphtheria, 
no cholera, no bubonic plague, no scarlet fever, no whooping cough, and no  
  
Source:  Nunn N, Qian N. The Columbian Exchange: A History of Disease, Food, and Ideas. Journal of Economic  
Perspectives. 2010;24 (2) :163-188.         

 
  
  
Read the text, look at the population graph, and the drawing, which accompanied a text in Book XII of the 16th-century 
Florentine Codex (compiled 1540 1585), showing the Nahuas of conquest-era central Mexico suffering from smallpox.  
Answer the following questions.  
  

1. What is the topic of these documents?  

2. What happened when the Europeans colonized Latin America?  

3. The Europeans enslaved the indigenous peoples of Latin America to work their farms.  What group of 

people did they bring to Latin America to replace the dying population?   

  

 
Document 3  
Agricultural Change  
  
       Exchanging crops proved to be a far more intricate, involved process than ever could have been imagined at the time. 
Remarkably, the people of the Americas realized that crops with higher caloric value could not only feed more people, but 



also allowed people to work harder because they were more energized. This led to an adoption of American crops by 
European peasantries that changed entire cuisines in various cultures and spread rapidly through the Americas, Europe 
and finally, Africa. An important crop in Europe was potatoes, as they could be left in the ground until they were ready to 
be eaten and allowed many Europeans to evade taxes, as tax collectors did not go so far as to dig up not yet harvested 
crops. Similarly, potatoes were also a helpful crop and food source because when armies invaded and rounded up food for 
themselves, they were similarly unable to steal the potatoes; thereby, leaving food for the European people. Animals were 
also a key part of the  
Columbian Exchange. Horses, pigs, sheep, and cattle were all European animals that flourished rapidly in the Americas 
because they were able to reproduce without being hindered by predators. Pigs were also a key animal used during ocean 
travels because they could be dumped on the way to a country or place and then picked up and eaten on the way back. The 
horse, too, was also a very useful animal as it helped with battle; it allowed for faster travel, it allowed for the surprising 
of opponents, and allowed people to fight from a higher level.  
         
  

1. What is being the topic of  Document 3?  

2. What were the benefits of the crops from the Americas?   

3. How did these crops effect European culture?  

4. The potato became an important crop in Europe, why?  

5. Animals played an important role in the Columbian Exchange. Which animal had the biggest impact in 

the Americas? Support your answer.   

  

Document 4  
A New Economic System   
      When they established colonies in the Americas, the Spanish created a new economic system, the encomienda system, 
in which Native Americans worked on Spanish-owned estates. The basis for that system was laid out in a letter from King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella to the governor of Hispaniola in 1503:  
  
     
desire that the Indians live in community with the Christians, because they then will help each other cultivate and settle 
the island, take out the gold, and bring profit to Spain. Therefore, we command you, our governor, to compel the Indians 

produce food for the Christians. This the Indians shall perform as free people, which they are, and not as slaves. Also, see 
to it that the Indians are well treated, with those who become Christians better treated than the others. Do not consent or 
allow any person to do  
  

1. What is the topic of Document 4?  

2. Define encomienda system.  

3. What is the source of this text? How do you know?  

4. By reading the above text was seemed to be the main goal of the Spanish? Why?  

5. Explain how the author(s) of the text felt the natives should be treated. Was everyone to be treated the 

same, why or why not?  

  
  

  
  

  
  
Document 5   
Trade  
   

1. What do you think is meant by the term mother country?  

2. What things was did the mother country gain from the colonies in the New World? What did the colonies 

gain?  

3. In this diagram, what is filling the treasury of the mother country? Why is this important?  

4. Examine the picture in the middle of the diagram, what is it telling us? Why is this important to the 

mother country?  

5. Draw a conclusion from this diagram. If the mother country is gaining wealth from the colonies how will 

this affect the colonies in the long term? Explain.   

  

 
Day 15: Independence Movements & Triangular Trade 
Latin American Revolutions 
The Latin American independence movements were inspired by the Enlightenment and the American and French 
Revolutions. The ideas of liberty and equality inspired independence from colonial domination in this society driven by 
social structure. Similar to the French Revolution, social class struggles and discontent played a large role in Latin 
American independence movements.  
 

1. What movements inspired independence in Latin America? ___________________________________________ 

2. What major ideas helped to push for independence? _________________________________________________ 

 
Latin American Social Order under the Spanish 
The peninsulares, despite constituting the smallest percentage of the population, occupied the highest political positions in 
society as the wealthy Spanish-born citizens. The creoles were Spaniards born in Latin America who could not hold 
political office but could be army officers. Together, these two classes possessed the wealth, power, and land in Latin 
America. Beneath them in the social hierarchy were the mestizos (a mixture of European and Indian ancestry), mulattos (a 
mixture of European and African ancestry), and the slave class. 



 
1. Which groups of people were the wealthiest and most powerful? _______________________________________ 

2. Which 3 groups were the lowest in the social hierarchy? ______________________________________________ 

3. Explain the difference between mestizos and mulattos. _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Haitian Revolution 
In Haiti, the western third of the island of Hispaniola, the revolution was inspired by the American Revolution in 
particular. This French colony, which was known as Saint-Dominigue (French) or Santo Domingo (Spanish) prior to its 
independence, had a large slave population, most of whom were treated brutally and lived in poor conditions. In 1791, a 
group of 100,000 slaves  
control of the island and freed all the enslaved Africans. In 1802, France sent troops to deal with the situation and remove 

 in a French prison in 1803, but the French were 
unsuccessful in quelling the rebellion. In 1804, Haiti declared its independence, thus making this the only successful slave 
revolt in history. 
 

1. What revolution inspired Haiti? _________________________________________________________________ 

2. Who helped to free enslaved Africans in Haiti? _____________________________________________________ 

3. When did Haiti declare its independence? What country formerly ruled over Haiti?_________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Rest of Latin America 
Throughout the rest of Latin America, creoles led the majority of the independence movements, having been educated in 
Europe and exposed to Enlightenment and revolutionary ideals. Upset decision to make his 
brother, Joseph, the king of Spain, the creoles of 
rebellion against Spain. Simón Bolívar, a creole general, led the independence movements throughout South America 
beginning in his home country of Venezuela in 1811. Bolívar then moved into Colombia and Ecuador, where he met José 
de San Martín, who had recently freed Chile. Together, the two 

am to unite the Spanish colonies of South America into a single country, known as Gran 
Colombia, was a reality for a short time as Venezuela, Colombia, Panama, and Ecuador were temporarily united.  Political 
issues soon separated the countries once again into their own independent states. 
 

1. What decision upset the creoles of Latin America? __________________________________________________ 

2. What idea did they use to justify their rebellion against Spain? _________________________________________ 

3. Where was Simón Bolívar from? ________________________________________________________________ 

4. This was ._______________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Mexican Revolution 
In Mexico, the independence movement was led by the mestizos. Padre Miguel y Costilla Hidalgo (Father Miguel 
Hidalgo), inspired by Enlightenment ideals, called for rebellion, and a crowd marched toward Mexico City. However, 
they were defeated in 1811 by the upper classes, who feared losing their power to the lower classes. Another attempt at 
revolt four years later also failed. Mexican independence finally was attained in 1821 when Mexican creoles, fearing the 
loss of their power, declared independence from Spain with Agustín de Iturbide as their emperor. In 1823, the nations of 
Central America (Nicaragua, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, and Costa Rica) declared their independence from 
Mexico. 
 

1. Which group led the independence movement in Mexico? ___________________________________________ 

2. When was Mexican independence achieved? ______________________________________________________ 

3. When did the nations of Central America declare independence from Mexico? ____________________________ 

 

The Triangular Trade                                          

Introduction: The origins of the African Slave Trade can be traced back to 

the Age of Exploration in the 15th Century. Europeans had become quite 

addicted to the luxuries of exotic spices, silks and porcelain that could only be 

found in Asia.  Unfortunately for them, Muslim traders had a complete 

monopoly over the trade routes to the Far East.  Unsuccessful in the attempt 

to break that monopoly, they started to explore water routes that would 

enable them to bypass the Muslims.  The Portuguese took the lead in that 

exploration and sent voyages down the west coast of Africa in hopes of 

finding a new route to the  source of traded goods.  On those voyages they 

found a new type of good- human beings.    

  

Why did the Slave Trade Begin? 

Mercantilism in Europe drove European countries to explore the world, 

establish an empire of colonies, and bring back raw and produced goods to export from the mother country to be used or 

exported.  As European empires expanded to the New World, however, they lacked one major resource - a work force. In 

most cases the indigenous (native) peoples had 

proved unreliable (most of them were dying from 

diseases brought over from Europe), and 

Europeans were unsuited to the climate and 

suffered under tropical diseases. Africans, on the 

other hand, were excellent workers: they often had 

experience of agriculture and keeping cattle, they 

were used to a tropical climate, resistant to tropical 

diseases, and they could be "worked very hard" on 

plantations or in mines. 

Was Slavery New to Africa? 

  

Africans had been traded as slaves for centuries - reaching Europe via the Islamic-run, trans-Saharan, trade routes. Slaves 

obtained from the Muslim dominated North African coast however proved to be too well educated to be trusted and had a 

tendency to rebellion. Slavery was also a traditional part of African society - various states and kingdoms in Africa 

operated one or more of the following: chattel slavery, debt bondage, forced labor, and serfdom. 

What was the Triangular Trade? 

All three stages of the Triangular Trade proved lucrative for merchants. The first stage of the Triangular Trade involved 

taking manufactured goods from Europe to Africa: cloth, spirit, tobacco, beads, cowrie shells, metal goods, and guns. The 

guns were used to help expand empires and obtain more slaves (until they were finally used against European colonizers). 

The Slave Trade: 

 Between 10 and 28 million 

people taken from Africa 

 17 million Africans sold into 

slavery on the coast of the Indian 

Ocean, the Middle East, and North 

Africa 

 12 million Africans taken to the 

Americas 

 5 million Africans taken across 

the Sahara and East Africa into slavery 

in other parts of the world   

~ BBC News 



These goods were exchanged for African slaves. The second stage of the Triangular Trade, The Middle Passage, 

involved shipping the slaves to the Americas. The third, and final, stage of the Triangular Trade involved the return to 

Europe with the produce from the slave-labor plantations: cotton, sugar, tobacco, molasses and rum. 

Who Started the Triangular Trade? 

For two hundred years, 1440-1640, Portugal had a monopoly on the export of slaves from Africa. It is notable that they 

were also the last European country to abolish the institution - although, like France, it still continued to work former 

slaves as contract laborers, which they called libertos or engagés à temps. It is estimated that during the 4 1/2 centuries of 

the trans-Atlantic slave trade, Portugal was responsible for transporting over 4.5 million Africans (roughly 40% of the 

total). 

How Did the Europeans Obtain the Slaves? 

Between 1450 and the end of the nineteenth century, slaves were obtained from along the west coast of Africa with the 

full and active co-operation of African kings and merchants. (There were occasional military campaigns organized by 

Europeans to capture slaves, especially by the Portuguese in what is now Angola, but this accounts for only a small 

percentage of the total.) 

Who Has the Worst Record for Trading Slaves? 

During the eighteenth century, when the slave trade accounted for the transport of a staggering 6 million Africans, Britain 

was the worst transgressor - responsible for almost 2.5 million. This is a fact often forgotten by those who regularly cite 

Britain's prime role in the abolition of the slave trade. 

Conditions for the Slaves 

Slaves were introduced to new diseases and suffered from malnutrition long before they reached the new world. It is 

suggested that the majority of deaths on the voyage across the Atlantic - the middle passage - occurred during the first 

couple of weeks and were a result of malnutrition and disease encountered during the forced marches and subsequent 

interment at slave camps on the coast. Conditions on the slave ships were terrible, but the estimated death rate of around 

13% is lower than the mortality rate for seamen, officers and passengers on the same voyages.  

Arrival in the Americas 

As a result of the slave trade, five times as many Africans arrived in the Americas than Europeans. Slaves were needed on 

plantations and for mines and the majority was shipped to Brazil, the Caribbean, and the Spanish Empire. Less than 5% 

traveled to the Northern American States formally held by the British. 

 

1. What was the triangular trade (describe all 3 sides)? 

2. What factors led up to and fueled the Triangular Trade? 

3. Based on what you learned about the Triangular Trade, how did trade and travel change the world? 

4. Which country was the first to start the triangle trade? 

5. How many slaves did Britain trade during the eighteenth century?  

6. Describe the conditions slaves faced. 

7. Where did the majority of slaves wind up? Where did they work? 

Plot the 3 stages of the triangle trade on the map. Be sure to include manufactured goods dropped off between the three 

stops on the triangle trade. You can write below the map if you run out of space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 16: Religion Essay Comparison 

You will pick one of the following topics and write an essay over it in the space provided.  You can use your notes on 
culture, religion, video clips, or SC discus.  
 
Topic 1 = Compare Christianity to Islam 
Topic 2 = Compare Judaism to Christianity 
Topic 3 = Compare Buddhism to Hinduism 
Topic 4 = Compare Islam to Buddhism 
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Day 17: Ancient Greece & Ancient Rome 

Ancient Greece (Athens & Sparta)  
 
prepared boys to be good citizens. They studied reading, grammar, poetry, history, mathematics, and 
music. Because citizens were expected to debate issues in the assembly, boys also received training in logic 
and public speaking. And since the Greeks believed that it was important to train and develop the body, 
part of each day was spent in athletic activities. When they got older, boys went to military school to help 
them prepare for another important duty of citizenship  defending Athens.  Athenian girls did not 
attend school. Rather, they were educated at home by their mothers and other female members of the 
household. Some women were able to take their education farther and learned to read and write. A few 
even became accomplished writers. Even so, most women had very little to do with Athenian life outside 
the boundaries of family and home.  Unlike Athens, from around 600 until 371 B.C., Sparta had the most 
powerful army in Greece. All forms of individual expression were discouraged. As a result, Spartans did 
not value the arts, literature, or other artistic and intellectual pursuits. Spartans valued duty, strength, 
and discipline over freedom, individuality, beauty, and learning. Spartan men were expected to serve in 
the army until the age of 60.  Their daily life centered on military training. Boys left home when they 
were 7 and moved into army barracks, where they stayed until they reached the age of 30. They spent 
their days marching, exercising, and fighting. They undertook these activities in all weathers, wearing 
only light tunics and no shoes. At night, they slept without blankets on hard benches. Their daily diet 
consisted of little more than a bowl of coarse black porridge. Those who were not satisfied were 
encouraged to steal food.  Such training produced tough, resourceful soldiers.  Spartan girls also led 
hardy lives. They received some military training, and they also ran, wrestled, and played sports. Like 
boys, girls were taught to put service to Sparta above everything  even love of family. A legend says that 

with your shield or on adults, 
Spartan women had considerable freedom, especially in running the family estates when their husbands 

World History 
 
1- Describe the education of Athenian boys and Athenian girls. 
 
 
2- Describe the training of Spartan boys and Spartan girls. 
 
 
3- Why was education different in Athens and Sparta? 
 
 
4- What did the Athenians value? 
 
 
5- What did the Spartans value? 
 
 
6- Why did the women of Sparta have more freedoms than the women of Athens? 
 
 
7- How did a militaristic society differ from a democratic society? 
 
 
8- In what ways was Athens not democratic? 
 

 



Ancient Rome  

 

the Romans created a great civilization in their own right, whose art and architecture, language and literature, engineering, 

and law became its legacy to the world. By the second century B.C., Romans had conquered Greece and had come to 

greatly admire Greek culture. Educated Ro

produced a new culture, called Greco-Roman culture. This is also often called classical civilization. After conquering the 

rest of Italy, Rome defeated Carthage, its main rival in the Mediterranean.  Carthage, a former Phoenician colony in North 

Africa, was completely destroyed.  By 146 A.D., Rome dominated the entire Mediterranean world.  In 27 B.C., Rome 

became an empire that lasted until 476 A.D.  The first Roman Emperor was Augustus Caesar. As the Roman army 

nt was 

replaced with emperors. The Roman Empire fell in 476 A.D.  There were many reasons for the fall of Rome including 

Barbarian invasions.  Rome was under continual attack by fierce tribes from Northern Europe and Central Asia, such as 

the Goths and Huns.  The Romans considered these tribes barbarians or culturally inferior peoples.  Eventually, these 

tribes successfully invaded Rome.  In addition, the Roman government depended on the abilities of the emperors, but 

many later emperors were corrupt and ineffective leaders.  Also the costs of defending and administering the empire led to 

high taxes.  Inflation and unemployment led to economic difficulties.  Finally, later Roman armies relied on paid soldiers.  

These soldiers were often recruited from non-Roman peoples, who were less loyal than Roman citizens.  ~ World History 

1. What is Greco-Roman culture? __________________________________________________________________ 

2. By what year did Rome dominate the Mediterranean? ________________________________________________ 

3. How long did the Roman Empire last?  ___________________________________________________________ 

4. When did the Roman Empire fall? _______________________________________________________________ 

5. Who replaced the republic style government in Rome? _______________________________________________ 

6. List three reasons for the collapse of the Roman Empire.______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Day 18: Renaissance & Protestant Refomration 

Renaissance 

The historical era from 1300 to 1600 is called the Renaissance when Western Europe recovered from the Middle Ages. 

art, and cultural innovation. New 

scholars called Humanists believed that people were capable of doing anything. The educated men and women of Italy 

hoped to bring back to life the culture of classical Greece and Rome. Yet in striving to revive the past, the people of the 

Renaissance created something new.  The contributions made during this period led to innovative styles of art and 

literature. They also led to new values, such as the importance of the individual. The Renaissance eventually spread from 

northern Italy to the rest of Europe. Italy had three advantages that made it the birthplace of the Renaissance: thriving 

cities, a wealthy merchant class, and the classical heritage of Greece and Rome.  Overseas trade, spurred by the Crusades, 

had led to the growth of large city-states in northern Italy. ~ World History 

1. What were the dates of the Renaissance? What time period did it follow? ________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Europe experience during the Renaissance? ________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who were the scholars that emerged during this time? _______________________________________________ 

4. What did the people of Italy hope to bring back during this time? _______________________________________ 

5. Where did the Renaissance spread to? ____________________________________________________________ 

6.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Protestant Reformation 

 During the era of change, many people began questioning the practices of the Catholic Church and hoped to reform 

religious practices.  In 1517, Martin Luther decided to take a public stand against the actions of a friar named Johann 

indulgence was a pardon or forgiveness of sin. It released a sinner from performing the penalty that a priest imposed for 

by buying indulgences, they could buy their way into h

1517, he posted these 95 Theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg and invited other scholars to debate him. 

actions began the Reformation, a movement for religious reform. It led to the founding of Christian churches that did not 

ull reform of the Church. His 

teachings should be clearly based on the words of the Bible, and all people with faith were equal. Church officials in 

became more popular, the pope realized that this monk was a serious threat.  In one angry reply to Church criticism, 

Luther actually suggested that Christians drive the pope from the Church by force.  In 1520, Pope Leo X issued a decree 

threatening Luther with excommunication unless he took back his statements. Luther did not take back a word.  Leo 

ld History 

 

1- Who was Martin Luther and why did he challenge the Roman Catholic Church? 

 

2- What was an indulgence and why did Luther think selling an indulgence was corrupt? 

 

3- How did Luther believe salvation was won? 

 

4- What did Luther believe all Church teachings should be based on? 

 

5- Why did the Pope excommunicate Luther? 

 



Day 19: European colonization of Africa  

The Scramble for Africa: Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 

 
 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, after more than four centuries of contact, the Western 
European powers finally laid claim to virtually all of Africa.  

 
Between the late 1400s and 1700s, Western Europeans had traveled along the African coastline in search 

of gold and slaves for their American colonies, but rarely tra -1800s, parts 
of the African continent had been "explored," but now representatives of European governments and rulers arrived 
to create or expand their control over African lands.  Competition by Western European nations was intense. 
Spheres of influence [an area of land where a foreign nation has overwhelming political and economic power] 
began to crowd each other. It was time for negotiation in order to avoid war between these competing European 
nations in Africa.  In late 1884, a conference was convened in Berlin to sort things out. The Berlin Conference 
laid the groundwork for the now familiar political map of Africa. 
 

In November 1884, the imperial chancellor and founder of the German Empire, Otto von Bismarck, 
organized a conference of 14 nations (including the United States) to settle the political partitioning [division] 
of Africa. Bismarck wanted not only to expand German spheres of influence in Africa but also to play Germany's 
colonial rivals against one another to the Germans' advantage. Of these fourteen nations, France, Germany, Great 
Britain, and Portugal were the major players in the conference, controlling most of colonial Africa at the time.  
No African ruler was invited to attend these meetings, yet 
nations carved Africa up into colonies with little thought about how African ethnic or linguistic groups were 
distributed.  The participants in the conference saw Africa as a blank map that was theirs for the taking.   
 

The Berlin Conference was Africa's undoing in more ways than one. The Western European nations 
covered the African continent with their colonies. In fact, by 1914, the only independent nations in Africa were 
Ethiopia and Liberia.  By the time Africa regained its independence after the late 1950s, Africa had acquired a 
legacy of political fragmentation [division] that could neither be eliminated nor made to operate satisfactorily. 
The African political map is thus a permanent liability that resulted from the three months of ignorant greed during 
a period when Europe's search for raw materials and markets to sell goods had become limitless. 
 

More immediately, however, the Berlin Conference resulted in the French dominating most of West 
Africa, and the British dominating East and Southern Africa. The Belgians acquired the vast territory that became 
The Congo. The Germans held four colonies.  The Portuguese held a small colony in West Africa and two large 
ones in Southern Africa. 

  
QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS 

 
 

1. Why was the Berlin Conference convened? 

 
 
 
 

2. In what ways was the Berlin Conference extremely unfair for Africans? 

 
 
 
 

3. What happened to the continent of Africa as a result of the Berlin Conference? 

 
 
 
 

4. Which European nations dominated most of Africa between 1884 and the 1950s? 

 

 

 

AFRICA BEFORE THE BERLIN 
CONFERENCE

AFRICA AFTER THE BERLIN 
CONFERENCE



Day 20: World War I 

From 1914 to 1919, World War I erupted in Europe. To really understand how World War I started, we must go back to 

the year 1870. From 1870 to 1914, a number of developments gradually increased tensions among the European powers 

WWI was a global war that altered the course of the 20th century. The 4 major causes of World War I are:  

Militarism: The Industrial Revolution led to large, advanced militaries in Europe. Europeans believed that to be great, 

nations had to have strong militaries. As a result, an arms race began among European nations, especially between Britain 

& Germany. Nations glorified military power & kept an army prepared for war.  

Alliances: Growing rivalries and tension among nations led to the formation of to military alliances that threatened to 

draw European nations into war. Germany, Italy, & Austria-Hungary made up the Triple Alliance and England, France,  

& Russia formed the Triple Entente. 

Imperialism: Competition for colonies Africa & Asia often pushed Europeans to the brink of war and increased European 

rivalry & mistrust.  

Nationalism: Rivalries due to militarism & imperialism increased nationalism among European powers European rivals 

tried to maintain a balance of power while also trying to overpower each other.   

 

1. In your own words, summarize the 4 causes of World War I. Pick one that you think was most important in 

starting World War I. Explain your reasoning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Do you think World War I was inevitable? Why or why not. Use any prior knowledge, notes, or handouts that you 

have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 21-23: World War II & Cold War 

World War II 

The peacemakers at the end of World War I created a League of Nations to prevent future wars, but brutally punished 

Germany and inadvertently created conditions that would lead to another world war in 1939. Totalitarian regimes came to 

power, not only in Germany but in the Soviet Union, Japan and Italy as well. The economic conditions of the Great 

Depression also contributed to the rise of these regimes. The interwar period led was not all negative, as major 

developments took place socially and culturally throughout the world.  The fighting of WWI would be surpassed however 

in the fighting of WWII, with the dropping of the atomic bomb being a turning point in human history.  Hoping to avoid 

mistakes made at the end of WWI, the United Nations was formed to do what the League of Nations did not maintain 

peace. Italian Invasion of Ethiopia: Benito Mussolini became Prime Minister in 1922 but would turn the country into a 

fascist dictatorship in 1925. 

their own. The Italian leader Mussolini dreamed of building a colonial empire in Africa like those of Britain and France. 

ndent nations. The Ethiopians had successfully resisted an Italian attempt at 

conquest during the 1890s. To avenge that defeat, Mussolini ordered a massive invasion of Ethiopia in October 1935. By 

giving in to Mussolini in Africa, Britain and France hoped to keep peace in Europe. German annexation of the 

Sudetenland: Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933 and pledged to undo the Versailles Treaty. Among its 

nced that Germany would not 

The British urged appeasement, which is giving in to an aggressor to avoid war and keep peace. On Nov. 5, 1937, Hitler 

announced to his advisers his plans to add Austria and Czechoslovakia into part of his territory. However, the Treaty of 

Versailles prohibited the union between Austria and Germany. In March 1938, Hitler sent his army into Austria and 

annexed it. Hitler next turned to Czechoslovakia. About 3 million German-speaking people lived in the western border 

Germany. Many Sudeten Germans encouraged these pro-Nazi feelings. In Sept. 1938, Hitler demanded that the 

Sudetenland be given to Germany. The Czechs refused and asked France for help. Germany, France, Britain, and Italy met 

in Germany at the Munich Conference. Britain and France agreed that Hitler could take the Sudetenland. In exchange, 

Spanish Civil War: Hitler and Mussolini again tested the will of 

the democracies of Europe in the Spanish Civil War. Spain had been a monarchy until 1931, when a republic was 

declared. In July 1936, army leaders, favoring a Fascist-style government, joined General Francisco Franco in a revolt. 

 

 

World War II Begins:  The Invasion of Poland. Sept 1, 1939  Germany began a surprise attack on Poland. They used a 

strategy known as Blitzkrieg  . Fast planes, tanks, and infantry to overwhelm Poland fell before France 

and Great Britain could help. Germans captured Paris in June, 1940. France eventually surrendered. However, French 

General Charles de Gaulle would battle until France was liberated in 1944 

Battle of Britain (1940): Britain stood alone against Germany.  an all out invasion of Britain. Although 

badly hurt, Britain held on. In 1941  Germany decided to focus on Eastern Europe 

Battles of El Alamein (1942): Germans wanted control of the Suez canal. Germans sent multiple forces into Egypt 



British continued to fight back. Significance: Germans retreated, Did not capture Egypt, BIG emotional win for Allies 

Germany Breaks the Soviet non-aggression pact (June 1941): Hitler launches a surprise attack on the USSR The 

Russians retreated 500 miles as the Germans pushed. As they retreated they burned the land. Germans cut off Leningrad. 

Hitler drove to Moscow, under severe winter conditions 

Japan bombs Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941: This would cause the USA to enter World War II the following day 

after declaring war on Japan 

Battle of Stalingrad (1942-1943): Germany vs USSR. Stalingrad was a large industrial city. The Soviets were struggling 

while Germany was still on the attack. Significance: Germans now on the defensive and Stalingrad was destroyed despite 

the Soviets and Germans losing 1 million and over 240,000 troops respectively.  

Tehran Conference: Tehran, Iran 1943: The Big Three, Churchill, FDR, Stalin 

1. Discussed D-Day 

2. USSR would open a second front in Europe 

3. USSR said they would enter war against Japan once Germany defeated 

D-Day (Operation Overlord) June 1944: Allies want to end this war, British, Americans, French and Canadians 

attacked Germans to get France back, Largest land and sea attack in history. HEAVY losses on beaches Significance: 

Liberated France, Belgium, & Luxembourg 

Battle of the Bulge (December 1944-January 1945): Allies are coming at Germany from the West and East. it or 

Tried to break up the Western front and divide Americans and British. Significance: Germans lost and 

led to the end of the war in Europe 

Yalta Conference (February 1945): The Big Three (USA, Great Britain, Soviet Union) Met in Yalta, USSR  

Decisions: 

1. Stalin would join the war against Japan 

2. Divide Germany into zones 

3. Free elections in Europe 

 Day  May 9, 1945  surrender officially signed Berlin was surrounded, Hitler and new wife 

committed suicide, 

The Nuremberg Trials (1945): n and 

 

Marshall Plan (1948-1951): American plan to provide food, machinery, and economic help to Western Europe, Gave 

12.5 billion  

United Nations (1945): International organization intended to protect countries against aggression 

Designed to manage international law, human rights, and achieve world peace. 

 

Put the date/dates that corresponds with the following event 

________ Battle of Britain 

________ Italy invades Ethiopia  

________ Nuremberg Trials are held 

________ Benito Mussolini becomes leader of Italy 

________ German Soviet non-aggression pact is broken  

________ Battle of Stalingrad  

________ Tehran Conference  

________ Paris is captured by Nazi Germany 

________ Nazi Germany invades Poland  

________ Francisco Franco becomes dictator of Spain  

________ Marshall Plan implemented 

________ Victory in Europe Day 

________ D-Day invasion (Operation Overlord) 

________ Yalta Conference 

________ Hitler becomes chancellor of Germany  

________ Battle of El Alamein 

________ United Nations (UN) created 

________ Liberation of France  

________ U.S. enters World War II 

________ Battle of the Bulge  

 

Pick 2 events from above and explain why you think those were the two most important/significant events in either 

starting or ending World War II.  You can use this packet, notes, handouts or prior knowledge you have to explain your 

answers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cold War (1947-1991) 

The big three agreed to create democracies in E. Europe. 

countries to protect themselves: Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Poland, and Yugoslavia. 

 

The Iron Curtain: phrase coined by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill during a speech in 1946 that came to be 

known as the iron curtain speech   an iron curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all the 

capitals of the ancient states of Central and Eastern Europe  

 

Following World War II, President Truman adopted a foreign policy called containment. The goal was to block Soviet 

influence and stop the expansion of communism 

How do you go about doing this? 

- Form alliances against Soviet Union 

- Helping weak countries resist the Soviet Union 

-  

This policy caused great controversy:  while 

others argued that the US could not afford to carry on a global crusade against communism 

 

Berlin Airlift (1948-1949): The capital of Germany, Berlin, had been divided as well. The Soviet Union cut off highway, 

water, and rail traf . Stalin gambled that the Allies would 

surrender West Berlin or give up their idea of reunifying Germany American and British officials flew food and supplies 

into West Berlin for nearly 11 months!! In May 1949, the Soviet Union admitted defeat and lifted the blockade 

 

Cold War: struggle over political differences carried on by short military action or war between the US and the Soviet 

Union. Included: Spying, Propaganda, Diplomacy, Secret Operations 

 

Heating Up: US already had atomic bombs and the Soviet Union exploded its own atomic bomb in 1949. President 

Truman wanted to develop a more deadly weapon before the soviets did. - - THOUSANDS of times more 

powerful than the A-Bomb. The United States tested first h bomb in1952. Soviets tested their h bomb in 1953 

  of Brinkmanship  a policy of threatening to go to war in response to any enemy 

aggression. In order to do this, the United States strengthened air force and began producing stockpiles of nuclear 

weapons while the Soviet Union did the same thing.  

 

Cold War in the Skies: There was also a race in science and education between the two countries. Oct. 4, 1957  Soviets 

launched Sputnik  the first unmanned satelli  launched its own satellite in 1958. 

attacks. The Soviet Union said no. In 1960, Soviets shot down a US U-2 plane that was on a spy-flight over Soviet 

territory. 

 

Khrushchev and Destalinization: Nikita Khrushchev took over in 1956 after Stalin died in March 1953 with no 

successor. Purging , Wants peaceful competition with 

capitalist states. Cuban Missile Crisis: Khrushchev decides to build missile sites in Cuba and JFK finds out. JFK demands 

that they be removed Creates a blockade of Cuba in October 1962. Cold War becomes very hot, almost a full on nuclear 

war! Luckily, Khrushchev backed down at the last possible second and worldwide nuclear war was avoided. 

 

Leonid Brezhnev takes over in 1964 after Khrushchev was ousted for losing popularity among Communist party 

leadership. Brezhnev limited freedom of speech and worship and used censorship as well as secret police 

Brezhnev Doctrine: made sure that the satellite countries d rid of communism. Major policies used: 

Brinkmanship  pushing to the brink (edge) of war and Détente - a cooling of tensions. This does NOT mean they stop 

fighting communism. The two sides just agree to reduce the tension. Nixon visits USSR in 1972. Strategic Arms 

Limitation Talks-US/USSR sign 5 year agreement to reduce the # of nuclear missiles in 1972.  

 

Mikhail Gorbachev: took office in 1981. Glasnost-  a free flow of ideas 

Churches opened, dissidents released from prisoners, reporters could criticize. Perestroika- 

to revive economy, small businesses allowed to open, and managers given more control over farms and factories 

 

Collapse of the Soviet Union: Gorbachev resigns and in December 1991, all satellite nations had declared independence. 

Boris Yeltsin became Head of State of Russian Soviet Federated Socialist Republic, marking the end of the Soviet Union. 

Margaret Thatcher: British Prime Minister 1979-1990 (1st female) who was a key ally in helping US presidents Ronald 

Reagan (1981-1989) and George H.W. Bush (1989-1993) bring about the collapse of the Soviet Union.  

 

Fill in the blank with the date/dates that corresponds to the event. 

________ SALT agreement signed 

________ US tests its hydrogen bomb 

________ Mikhail Gorbachev becomes leader of the Soviet Union 

________ Cuban Missile Crisis 

________ Sputnik satellite launched  

________ Soviet Union explodes atomic bomb 

________ Nikita Khrushchev becomes leader of the Soviet Union   

________ America launches its own satellite 

________ U2 spy plane shot down 

________ Soviet Union collapses  

________ Berlin Airlift 

________ Soviet Union tests its hydrogen bomb 

________ Churchill gives his iron curtain speech 

________ Leonid Brezhnev becomes leader of the Soviet Union 

 



Take the events from the previous page and create a timeline of those events in chronological order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day 24 & 25: Europe country project 

- You will pick any country from Europe and put 20 facts in your own words. You facts should include the 

following aspects of culture (but not limited to): history, geography (location, weather, etc.) religion, and customs.  

- You must make a visual with your 

include a works cited page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Event  

Students will compare the spread of the Corona virus of today to the plague that swept through Europe in the 1300s.  

Plague Symptoms:  Also known as the Black Plague/ Black Death. Red rash with small red spots appears on Buboes 

Bleeding under the skin causes blue/black or purple blotches. Swollen glands appear in groin, armpit or neck  called 

Buboes. Victim feels giddy, appears dazed  and begins to talk wildly. Body temperature increases. Victim develops fever 

and pains Victim feels tired and weak, but finds it difficult to sleep. Plague-infected flea bites the victim. A person 

suffering from Bubonic Plague may die within 4 to 7 days of first showing symptoms. The plague killed 50%-75% of its 

victims. The Black Plague struck predominantly in Europe but also impacted parts of Asia and Northern Africa.  

Coronavirus(Covid 19) Symptoms: The disease causes respiratory illness (like the flu) with symptoms such as a cough, 

fever, and in more severe cases, difficulty breathing. You can protect yourself by washing your hands frequently, avoiding 

touching your face, and avoiding close contact (1 meter or 3 feet) with people who are unwell. HOW IT SPREADS-

Coronavirus disease spreads primarily through contact with an infected person when they cough or sneeze. It also spreads 

when a person touches a surface or object that has the virus on it, then touches their eyes, nose, or mouth. Coronavirus has 

killed around 4.6 % of those who contracted the virus. The most heavily impacted regions have been the United States, 

China, and several countries in Europe.  

Compare and contrast the Plague and Corona virus in the boxes below.  

 

Similarities Differences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Label the symptoms of the plague and coronavirus on the body using different colors. 

 

 

Fill in the map of the world where both the plague and corona virus impacted with different colors.  

 

 


